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D ikka, as she was known by family and friends, was the second born child to

Samuel and Cathinka Hillis on January 21, 1927 in Trinity Hospital, Minot,
ND. On the 8th of February, she was christened Dedrikka Aall Ottesen Hillis in the

Hillis home in Berthold, ND.

The family, now complete with 4 children (James, Dedrikka, Catinka, and Paul), moved from
Berthold to St. Paul in 1935. Her father, Dr. Samuel Hillis completed the requirements to practice
medicine in Minnesota.

Upon finishing High School in St. Paul, Dikka attended Hamlin University, graduating in 1947.
Her retired parents moved to Florida and she taught in a school in Defuniack Springs, FL. She

attained her Master’s Degree at Columbia University and then crossed the country to Tacoma, WA
to teach natural sciences at Annie Wright School.

Dikka met Howard Lee Britt, USAF, that first year. They were married in March, 1953 in Ephrata,

WA (Moses Lake AFB) where Howard was stationed. Son’s Ross Samuel and Erick Lee were born.
The family bought a house and moved to Lakewood, WA in 1960 when Howard was transferred
to McCord AFB. Deidre Ellen was born in June 1960. Dikka was still involved in education being a

school counselor at Lake’s High School and later with DSHS and the WA State Dept. of
Corrections.

Upon Howard’s retirement in 1972, they decided to build a house in Gig Harbor to be closer to
Dikka’s employment at Purdy Treatment Center for Women (now known as Purdy Correction
Center). This was a life ling dream of Howard’s to build his own house. Upon Dikka’s retirement

in 1982, they travelled the United States in their Airstream trailer visiting every State except Alaska
and Hawaii.

Howard preceded Dikka in death on January 13, 2016. The home was sold and Dikka moved into
the Peninsula Independent Retirement living community where she enjoyed many relationships
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and friends.

Dedrikka is survived by her brother—James Hillis, Children—Ross Samuel, Erick Lee, and Deidre

Ellen; Grandchildren—Brittany Elizabeth, Travis Lee, Alana Louise, and Christina Lisa; Great
Grandchild—Tayler Elizabeth.
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Chapel Service

Garden Chapel

4100 Steilacoom Blvd. SW, Lakewood WA

98499

Graveside  Service

Mountain View Memorial Park

4100 Steilacoom Blvd. SW, Lakewood WA

98499
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Monday,October 30, 2017

1:00 PM PT

Monday,October 30, 2017

2:30 PM PT
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IC Isabel Campbell lit a candle in honor of Dedrikka.

October 30 at 5:15 PM

Anonymous sent a Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- All White to the Britt family.

October 27 at 1:28 PM

DS

Kathy Kuhn November 2 at 10:02 AM

Both Dikka and Howard were a big part of my life when I was in my 20’s cleaning houses to

survive. They were so supportive of me and my son and encouraged me to to pursue my

goals in life. Their kindness and warmth will always be remembered and has taught me to

pay it forward.My heart and prayers goes out to their wonderful family.Kathy Kuhn

Cathy Claiborne October 30 at 7:57 AM

A special neighbor and friend. Great memories of roses, rhododendrons, Jane Fonda

workouts, neighborhood dinners, lunches, and great visits. She will be sorely missed. Cathy

Claiborne

Barbara  Byrum October 26 at 4:02 AM

A great friend, l will miss her

Deidre Britt Sagrelius shared a photo to the New Album  Name album.

October 24 at 7:13 AM

KK

CC

BB

DS Deidre Britt Sagrelius shared a photo to the New Album  Name album.

October 19 at 1:29 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Dedrikka by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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